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are whites. We see a similar pattern in whether respondents would support a community 
bill to bar discrimination in housing. African Americans tend to favor such a law; whites 
are more likely to side with the owner’s right to sell a house to whomever he or she 
chooses. These differences are typical of a general pattern. On issues of economic policy 
and race, African Americans are substantially more liberal than whites. However, on social 
issues like abortion and prayer in schools, the racial differences are more muted.

The root of the differences between political attitudes of blacks and whites most 
certainly lies in the racial discrimination historically experienced by African Americans. 
Blacks tend to see much higher levels of discrimination and racial bias in the criminal 
justice system, in education, and in the job market. There is undeniably a very large gulf 
between the races in their perceptions about the continuing frequency and severity of 
racial discrimination.37

Finally, reflecting the very different stands on racial and economic issues the parties 
have taken, African Americans are the most solidly Democratic group in terms of both 
party identification and voting. Interestingly, as income and other status indicators rise for 
whites, they become more conservative and Republican. This does not happen among 
African Americans. Better-educated and higher-income blacks actually have stronger 
racial identifications, which results in distinctly liberal positions on economic and racial 
issues and solid support for Democratic candidates.38 In recent years, however, the 

SNaPsHoT oF AMeRiCa: WHaT DO WE THiNk, bY GEnDeR (aNd MArRiAgE)?

Favoring Gay Marriage

Political Ideology by Gender

Behind the Numbers

Consider how the structure of American households are changing, with fewer headed 
by a married man and woman. What does this mean for our policy and partisan preferences 
going forward?
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Note that the gap is due to the
increasing tendency of men to
identify as conservative

Source: Estimates smoothed to demonstrate long- and medium-term trends. Calculated by authors from CBS News/New York Times national polls, 1976–2011.

Favor Gay
Marriage

% Democrat
of Party Identifiers

Married 46% 49% Separated 51% 74%

Divorced 53% 64% Widowed 45% 56%

Single 67% 77%

By 2014 over 
50% of all adults 
in the U.S. were 
not married, up 
from just 37% in 

1976.

Source:  Rich Miller, Bloomberg News Sep 9, 2014 reporting data from the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.


